
2

2Mattress

H
ea

d 
Bo

ar
d

Fo
ot

 B
oa

rd
4

3

2
1

3
Continuous side rails
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Adapted from BS EN 60601-2-52:2010
Medical Bed Standard
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1. 	Inadvertent patient falls over the side rail - Distance from top of mattress to top of side rails must be >220mm. Where a speciality mattress 
or mattress overlay is used and the side rail does not meet >220mm a risk assessment shall be performed to assure equivalent safety. 

4. 	 Chest entrapment - Gap between foot board and end of side rail must be <60mm or >318mm.
	 Also applies to gap between split side rails.318mm
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To use this tool:

Print out on A3 size paper 
without scaling and cut out!

Please Note: This guide describes specific elements of the IEC 60601-2-52 
Standard and is intended for information purposes only.
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